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MACAO NEWS = BUSINESS = PORTO TEAM WINS FIRST UNIVERSITY START-UP COMPETITION IN MACAO

Porto team wins hrst university start-up
competition in Macao

First edition of ‘928 Challenge’ delivers MOP 22,000 prize money, aims to foster the development
of young entrepreneurs with a global mindset.
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n aquaculture vaccine production project from Portugal’s University ot Porto won the first
university start-up competition between Portuguese-speaking countries and China, which
was held in Macao.

The winning project, “ProbioVaccine: Tailor-made aquaculture probiotic vaccines”, aims to
develop tailor-made probiotic vaccines for aquaculeure fish.

Second place went to a team from Universidade Lusétona Guiné, whose project “Green Energy:
From nature, with nature, energetic light for all” aims to install solar panels in eastern Guinea-
Bissau.

Two teams. one from the State University of Rio de_]aneim, Brazil, and the other trom the
Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University (China), shared the third prize with bio fertiliser
projects from rice husks (“Bio Fertilisers: A new solution for rice burning waste”) and bath
products with elements of traditional Chinese medicine (Fu Yao: Enjoy bathing, prevent stroke),
respectively.

The firse prize is MOP 10,000 (US$1,250), the second MOP 7,000 (US$873) and the third prize is
MOP 5,000 (US$624).

Sixteen teams took part in the hnal phase of the 928 Challenge”, — named after nine cities in the
Greater Bay Area (GBA), two special administrative regions and eight Portuguese-speaking
countries — 10 from mainland China, Macao and Hong Kong, two from Mozambique, two from
Brazil, one from Guinea-Bissau and one from Portugal.

“We had 780 regis:l:ered students from 51 universities who made up 153 teams with some
universities having more than one team,” said Marco Duarte Rizzolio of the City University of
Macau (City U), who co-founded the “928 Challenge” with the director from the Faculty of
Business, José Alves.

[n the first week of the competition, participants were briefed on the business environment in
Portuguese-speaking countries and China, while in the second week they developed a business
pl:m, which was oriented towards 5L1:-;t:1in;1bility.

[n addition to deepening academic collaboration between higher education institutions in the
GBA and Pnrtuguese-spenking countries (Angnla, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Guinea-Bissau,
anambique, Pnrtugal, Sio Tomé and Principe and Timm—Lest&), the cnmpetitic‘m aimed to
identity start-up projects with the potential to be implemented and supported by investors from
Macao, the Greater Bay Area or Portuguese-speaking countries and toster the development of
young entrepreneurs with a global mindset.

The competition was jointly organised by CityU, the Permanent Secretariat of the Forum for
Economic and Trade Cooperation between China and Portuguese-speaking Countries (Macao),
the University of Shenzhen and the United Nations University Institute in Macau.



